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Abstract 
To those for whom this talk and the photographs that accompany it may cause distress, I apologise, and 
hope that what I have to say will be taken in the spirit intended - that is, as a tribute to those who worked 
to find ways to alleviate distress, heal wounds, offer comfort and repair damage. This talk offers me (and I 
hope you as an audience) an opportunity to think through the meaning of 'connection', and the meaning of 
photographs, their relationship to collective memory and community, and their capacity to allow survivors 
and those who witness tragedy intimately or from a distance to better understand the trauma of a 
disaster like 3.11 and to begin a process of recovery. 
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Items of Sentimental Value1 
Anne Collett* 
To those for whom this talk and the photographs that accompany it may cause distress, I apologise, 
and hope that what I have to say will be taken in the spirit intended - that is, as a tribute to those who 
worked to find ways to alleviate distress, heal wounds, offer comfort and repair damage. This talk offers 
me (and I hope you as an audience) an opportunity to think through the meaning of 'connection', and the 
meaning of photographs, their relationship to collective memory and community, and their capacity to 
allow survivors and those who witness tragedy intimately or from a distance to better understand the 
trauma of a disaster like 3.11 and to begin a process of recovery. 
Before I begin I would just like to say something about the 'term' 3.11: the first time I saw 3.11 
used to refer to the Tohoku earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster of the 11th of March 2011. I was 
shocked and somewhat puzzled. The obvious parallel was to 9.11, but although a disaster of even larger. 
in fact. much larger proportion than the destruction of the Twin Towers in New York city. and even 
taking into account the culpability of the Japanese government and TEPCO. the Tohoku disaster was a 
natural one, not a man-made one. That is, it was not brought about by an act of war. So it would seem to 
me that the relationship drawn by association of 3.11 and 9.11 is in some ways an inappropriate one. Yet 
it may be that security is at issue in both - that being the inability to secure a people against disaster 
whether man-made. natural, or a combination of the two. 
My talk this afternoon however is not about how the Japanese people might be better secured 
against the occurrence of a similar disaster in the future (an issue that is being argued out. not only in 
Japan but in Australia and throughout the world. in particular in relation to the safety of nuclear power). 
In a way, that is the point - what happens in Japan, whether it be an earthquake and associated tsunami. 
or nuclear meltdown and associated fallout. affects Australia, affects the countries of the Pacific Rim, 
and indeed the world. This is the basic physics of our planet: what goes up must come down; what goes 
around comes around. 
Dubbed 'the ghost ship', a Japanese fishing vessel set adrift by the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami 
of March 2011. traversed the Pacific Ocean to reach the Gulf of Alaska a year later. This was a striking 
image, and a salutary reminder, of Pacific connection. In response to the likelihood of debris washing up 
on the west coast of North America. the Canadian province of British Columbia and the US states of 
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